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Staff Recommendation: 
Approval 

Motion Made by: 

Gollott  Martin  Jones  Guillotte  Vaughan  Anderson  Colledge  

 

Second Made by: 

Gollott  Martin  Jones  Guillotte  Vaughan  Anderson  Colledge  

 

Voted as follows:  Ayes Nays Abstained Absent 

Mayor Gollott     

At Large Martin     

Ward 1 Jones     

Ward 2 Guillotte     

Ward 3 Vaughan     

Ward 4 Anderson     

Ward 5 Colledge     

Action Taken:      

  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 There came for consideration of the Mayor and Members of the Council of the City of 

Gautier, Mississippi the following: 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 000-2016 

 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING RESTORATION OF PASSENGER RAIL  

SERVICE BETWEEN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA AND ORLANDO, FLORIDA  

 

WHEREAS, before Hurricane Katrina, Amtrak's Sunset Limited passenger line was the 

only transcontinental passenger rail service from Los Angeles passing through New Orleans to 

Orlando; and  

WHEREAS, Hurricane Katrina damaged a portion of the rail infrastructure along the 

Gulf Coast as well as caused the loss of other portions of the infrastructure, including the total 

loss of the passenger rail terminal facility in Mobile, AL, and the main line rail bridge between 

Bay St. Louis and Gulfport, MS; and  

WHEREAS, Amtrak suspended all service on the eastern portion of the Sunset Limited 

line from New Orleans through Bay St. Louis, Gulfport, Biloxi, Pascagoula, Mobile, Atmore, 

Pensacola, Crestview, Chipley, Tallahassee, Madison, Lake City, and Jacksonville to Orlando; 

and  

WHEREAS, CSX Transportation, and Norfolk Southern (the freight railroad companies 

that own the tracks on which Gulf Coast passenger rail service will operate) have both 

committed to cooperating with Amtrak in providing this vital service across the Gulf Coast and 

to do so in a more efficient manner than prior to Hurricane Katrina; and  

WHEREAS, restoration of passenger rail service to the eastern Gulf Coast will facilitate 

job creation through development opportunities, enhance tourism, and reduce environmental and 

roadway impacts due to personal automobile use, thereby having a positive economic and 

environmental impact to the coastal states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida; and  

WHEREAS, communities not directly located on the suspended route, and citizens 

which have limited transportation access, options or physical challenges will be greatly served 

through an available long distance intercity passenger rail service within reasonable driving 

distance that provides links to the regional and national intermodal transportation system; and  

WHEREAS, such resumption of passenger rail service will also benefit the entire nation 

by providing a link to the Gulf Coast from the Midwest and West Coast; and  

WHEREAS, the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 called for 

Amtrak to study the potential return of passenger rail service from New Orleans to Orlando; and  

WHEREAS, Section 11304 of Fixing America's Surface Transportation Act (or "FAST 

Act") of 2015 mandates the Federal Railroad Administration to convene a working group to 

evaluate the restoration of intercity rail passenger services in the Gulf Coast region between New 

Orleans, Louisiana and Orlando, Florida and to submit findings by September 2016; and  



 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the  City of Gautier recommends and 

supports the restoration of dependable, daily passenger rail service along the suspended route 

between New Orleans, Louisiana and Orlando, Florida . 

 

AYES:   

 

NAYS:              

        MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

      

CITY CLERK 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by Mayor and Members of the Council of the City of Gautier, 

Mississippi, at the meeting of June 7, 2016.  

 
 


